HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION L

January 18, 2024, Introduced by Reps. Markkanen and Prestin and referred to the Committee on
Government Operations.

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the state
constitution of 1963, by amending section 1 of article IV, sections
1, 2, and 4 of article V, and sections 1 and 4 of article VI;
adding sections 6a and 6b to article IV; and repealing section 6 of
article IV, to abolish the independent citizens redistricting
commission and provide for redistricting by the legislature.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of Michigan, That the following amendment to the state
constitution of 1963, to abolish the independent citizens

redistricting commission and provide for redistricting by the
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thereafter, the legislature shall adopt a redistricting plan for
state senate districts and state house of representative districts.
A redistricting plan must be adopted by the legislature by a
resolution concurred in by two thirds of the members elected to and
serving in each house of the legislature.

(2) In determining a redistricting plan under subsection (1),
the legislature shall hold open meetings as required by law.

(3) A redistricting plan described in subsection (1) must be
enacted using only these guidelines in the following order of
priority:

(a) Districts must consist of areas of convenient territory
contiguous by land. Areas that meet only at points of adjoining
corners are not contiguous.

(b) Districts must have a population not exceeding 105 percent
and not less than 95 percent of the ideal district size for the
district.

(c) District lines must preserve county lines with the least
cost to the principle of equality of population provided for in
subdivision (b).

(d) If it is necessary to break county lines to stay within
the range of allowable population divergence provided for in
subdivision (b), the fewest whole cities or whole townships
necessary must be shifted. Between two cities or townships, both of
which will bring the districts into compliance with subdivisions
(b) and (f), the city or township with the lesser population must
be shifted.

(e) Within those counties to which there is apportioned more
than one district, district lines must be drawn on city and

township lines with the least cost to the principle of equality of
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population between election districts consistent with the maximum
preservation of city and township lines and without exceeding the
range of allowable population divergence provided for in
subdivision (b).

(f£) If it is necessary to break city or township lines to stay
within the range of allowable population divergence provided for in
subdivision (b), the number of people necessary to achieve
population equality must be shifted between the two districts
affected by the shift, except that in lieu of absolute equality the
lines may be drawn along the closest street or comparable boundary.

(g) Within a city or township to which there is apportioned
more than one district, district lines must be drawn to achieve the
maximum compactness possible within a population range of 98
percent to 102 percent of absolute equality between districts
within that city or township.

(h) Compactness must be determined by circumscribing each
district within a circle of minimum radius and measuring the area,
not part of the Great Lakes and not part of another state, inside
the circle but not inside the district.

(1) If a discontiguous township island exists within an
incorporated city or discontiguous portions of townships are split
by an incorporated city, the splitting of the township is not
considered a split if any of the following circumstances exist:

(i) The city must be split to stay within the range of
allowable population divergence provided for in subdivision (b) and
it is practicable to keep the township together within one
district.

(il) A township island is contained within a whole city and a

split of the city would be required to keep the township intact.
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(ilil) The discontiguous portion of a township cannot be included
in the same district with another portion of the same township
without creating a discontiguous district.

(j) Each district must be numbered in a regular series,
beginning with district one in the northwest corner of the state
and ending with the highest numbered district in the southeast
corner of the state.

(4) The supreme court, in the exercise of original
jurisdiction, may review a challenge to any redistricting plan
adopted by the legislature, and shall remand a redistricting plan
to the legislature for further action if the redistricting plan
fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution, the
United States Constitution, or superseding federal law. In no event
shall any body, except the legislature acting pursuant to this
section, promulgate and adopt a redistricting plan or plans for
this state.

(5) This section is self-executing. If a final court decision
holds any part or parts of this section to be in conflict with the
United States Constitution or federal law, the section shall be
implemented to the maximum extent that the United States
Constitution and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid is
severable from the remaining portions of this section.

Sec. 6b. (1) By November 1, 2031, and every 10 years
thereafter, the legislature shall adopt a redistricting plan for
congressional districts. A redistricting plan must be adopted by
the legislature by a resolution concurred in by two thirds of the
members elected to and serving in each house of the legislature.

(2) In determining a redistricting plan under subsection (1),

the legislature shall hold open meetings as required by law.
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(3) Except as otherwise required by federal law for
congressional districts in this state, a redistricting plan under
subsection (1) must be enacted using only these guidelines in the
following order of priority:

(a) The constitutional guideline is that each congressional
district must achieve precise mathematical equality of population
in each district.

(b) The federal statutory guidelines in no order of priority
are as follows:

(i) Each congressional district is entitled to elect a single
member.

(il) Each congressional district must not violate the federal
voting rights act or other superseding federal laws.

(c) The secondary guidelines in order of priority are as
follows:

(i) Each congressional district must consist of areas of
convenient territory contiguous by land. Areas that meet only at
points of adjoining corners are not contiguous.

(il) Congressional district lines must break as few county
boundaries as is reasonably possible.

(ili) If it is necessary to break county lines to achieve
equality of population between congressional districts as provided
in subdivision (a), the number of people necessary to achieve
population equality must be shifted between the two congressional
districts affected by the shift.

(lv) Congressional district lines must break as few city and
township boundaries as is reasonably possible.

(v) If it is necessary to break city or township lines to

achieve equality of population between congressional districts as
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provided in subdivision (a), the number of people necessary to
achieve population equality must be shifted between the two
congressional districts affected by the shift.

(vi) Within a city or township to which there is apportioned
more than one congressional district, district lines must be drawn
to achieve the maximum compactness possible.

(vil) Compactness must be determined by circumscribing each
district within a circle of minimum radius and measuring the area,
not part of the Great Lakes and not part of another state, inside
the circle but not inside the congressional district.

(viii) If a discontiguous township island exists within an
incorporated city or discontiguous portions of townships are split
by an incorporated city, the splitting of the township must not be
considered a split if any of the following circumstances exist:

(A) The city must be split to achieve equality of population
between congressional districts as provided in subdivision (a) and
it is practicable to keep the township together within one
congressional district.

(B) A township island is contained within a whole city and a
split of the city would be required to keep the township intact.

(C) The discontiguous portion of a township cannot be included
in the same congressional district with another portion of the same
township without creating a discontiguous congressional district.

(iX) Each congressional district must be numbered in a regular
series, beginning with congressional district one in the northwest
corner of the state and ending with the highest numbered
congressional district in the southeast corner of the state.

(4) The supreme court, in the exercise of original

jurisdiction, may review a challenge to any redistricting plan
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adopted by the legislature, and shall remand a redistricting plan
to the legislature for further action if the redistricting plan
fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution, the
United States Constitution, or superseding federal law. In no event
shall any body, except the legislature acting pursuant to this
section, promulgate and adopt a redistricting plan or plans for
this state.

(5) This section is self-executing. If a final court decision
holds any part or parts of this section to be in conflict with the
United States Constitution or federal law, the section shall be
implemented to the maximum extent that the United States
Constitution and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid is
severable from the remaining portions of this section.

ARTICLE V

Sec 1 Esccopnt  + +1n ot a4t~ r ol oat ol bhsg o e~
. . T \./CtJL, (- ay LS A ) Ay = TTC [ S ) ) (P Ey S Wl W 3 A (J-LJJ_\JguL., A -LJ_Y % N S U S W )

etion—2 P——seetion—6+—theThe executive power is

et~
[ S u =

i
o))

’

vested in the governor.

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and
instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and
their respective functions, powers and duties, except for the
office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing
bodies of institutions of higher education provided for in this
constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more
than 20 principal departments. They shall be grouped as far as
practicable according to major purposes.

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make
changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the
assignment of functions among its units which he considers

necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require
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they shall be set forth in executive orders and

the force of law,

1
2
3
4
5

Thereafter the legislature shall have

submitted to the legislature.

or a full regular session if

60 calendar days of a regular session,

Unless

to disapprove each executive order.

of shorter duration,

disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred in by a

each

majority of the members elected to and serving in each house,

6
7
8

order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated

by the governor.
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temporary—Temporary
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commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more
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than two years may be established by law and need not be allocated
within a principal department.
ARTICLE VI
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tHon—6—orartiele V——seection2+—+the—The judicial power of
the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall
be divided into one supreme court, one court of appeals, one trial
court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one
probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the
legislature may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members

elected to and serving in each house.

H
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etion—6—or artieteV——seection2—+theThe supreme court shall
have general superintending control over all courts; power to
issue, hear and determine prerogative and remedial writs; and
appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court.
The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a judge.
Resolved further, That the foregoing amendment shall be
submitted to the people of the state at the next general election

in the manner provided by law.
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