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CONTENT
The bill would amend Local Act 437 of 1899, which governs the City of Mackinac Island's city

charter, to grant the City of Mackinac Island the authority to regulate al/l aspects of ferry
service to and from the City, including ancillary fees and charges to consumers.

BRIEF RATIONALE

Historically, most visitors accessed Mackinac Island via one of three ferry companies. In recent

years, a single corporate entity has purchased all three companies. According to testimony,

this could give a single entity unfair control over the cost of passage and therefore access to

the Island. Some have argued that because much of the Island is made up of State park land,

affordable access to Mackinac Island should be ensured to all residents of the State.
Legislative Analyst: Nathan Leaman

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on the State and no direct fiscal impact on local units of
government. The bill could have an indirect positive fiscal impact on Mackinac Island by
allowing the regulation of the ferry services, not only the ticket price of ferries but also other
fees associated with the ferry services like baggage fees and parking fees. The regulation of
these fees could result in a larger amount of tourism to Mackinac Island and could result in a
positive fiscal impact for Mackinac Island.
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