SB-144, As Passed Senate, April 22, 2025

SENATE BILL NO. 144

March 12, 2025, Introduced by Senator SANTANA and referred to Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to amend 1978 PA 368, entitled
"Public health code,"
by amending sections 17801, 17820, 17822, 17824, and 17825 (MCL
333.17801, 333.17820, 333.17822, 333.17824, and 333.17825), section
17801 as amended and section 17825 as added by 2009 PA 55, sections
17820 and 17822 as amended by 2016 PA 499, and section 17824 as
amended by 2014 PA 260, and by adding section 17825a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
Sec. 17801. (1) As used in this part:
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(a) "Health care professional" means an individual who is an
advanced practice registered nurse as that term is defined in
section 17201, or who holds a license issued under part 166, 170,
175, or 180, or an equivalent license issued by another state.

(b) +&—"Physical therapist" means an individual licensed
under this article to engage in the practice of physical therapy.

(c) b)r—"Physical therapist assistant" means an individual
with a health profession subfield license under this part who
assists a physical therapist in physical therapy intervention.

(d) +e)>—"Practice as physical therapist assistant" means the
practice of physical therapy performed by a physical therapist
assistant under the supervision of a physical therapist. tieensed

Hmader +h
| I B L 5 e T

(e) +)—""Praetice—Except as otherwise provided in subdivision
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"practice of physical therapy" means £k

’

reatment—of—evaluating,

consulting with, or treating an individual by %he

mptoyment—of—employing effective properties of physical measures

and the—wse—ef—using therapeutic exercises and rehabilitative

with or without assistive devices, feor—the purpose—of

to prevent, correct, or allewviatd

alleviate a physical or mental disability. Physical therapy
includes examining, evaluating, and testing an individual with a
mechanical, physiological, or developmental impairment, a

functional limitation, or a disability or other health and

movement-related condition to determine a cause of the
therapy problem to be treated and a prognosis and plan
intervention; treatment planning; +—the performance of

measurements; —the interpretation of referrals; s+—the
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consultative services
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supervision of personnel. Physieal—As used in this subdivision,

cold, air,

heat,

mobilization,

"physical measures" include massage,

and sound.

electricity,

water,

light,

(f) Practice of physical therapy does not include +he
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£reatment-any of the following

(i) The practice of medicine.

(il) The practice of osteopathic medicine and surgery.

10

(ili) The practice of podiatric medicine and podiatric surgery.

11

(iv) Medical diagnosis or the diagnosis of a health condition,

12

if the diagnosis falls outside the scope of practice of physical

13
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therapy.

article 1

In addition to the definitions in this part,

(2)

contains general definitions and principles of construction

applicable to all articles in this code and part 161 contains

definitions applicable to this part.

An individual shall not engage in the practice

(1)

of physical therapy or practice as a physical therapist assistant

17820.
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unless licensed or otherwise authorized under this part.
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(2) The following words, titles, or letters or a combination
of words, titles, or letters, with or without qualifying words or
phrases, are restricted in use only to those persens—individuals
authorized under this part to use the terms and in a way prescribed
in this part: "physical therapy", "physical therapist", "doctor of
physiotherapy", "doctor of physical therapy", "physiotherapist",
"physiotherapy", "registered physical therapist", "licensed
physical therapist", "physical therapy technician", "physical
therapist assistant", "physical therapy assistant",
"physiotherapist assistant", "physiotherapy assistant", "p.t.
assistant", "p.t.", "r.p.t.", "l.p.t.", "c.p.t.", "d.p.t.",
"m.p.t.", "p.t.a.", "registered p.t.a.", "licensed p.t.a.",
"certified p.t.a.", "c.p.t.a.", "l.p.t.a.", "r.p.t.a.", and
"p.t.t.", and any similar words, titles, or letters that indicate
that an individual is licensed under this part.

Sec. 17822. This part does not prohibit a hospital, as a
condition of employment or the granting of staff privileges, from

requiring that a physical therapist perform activities within kis

EMR S01326'25 SB144 APS 1 mnvpid



o J o s~ w N

NI T T N T N T N T T N O T T = S S e S =
© O J o U W N EHE O W O Jo s W NP O W

er—her—the physical therapist's scope of practice in the hospital
if that treatment is prescribed by anp—individual —whe—isan advaneced
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professional.

Sec. 17824. (1) A-If a physical therapist whe—is treating a

patient wper—on the preseription—of-receipt of a referral from a

health care professional, as—deseribedin—seetion17820—the
physical therapist shall do all of the following, as applicable:

(a) Refer the patient back to the health care professional who

d—the—preserip A—made the referral for treatment if the
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physical therapist has reasonable cause to believe that symptoms or
conditions are present that require services beyond the scope of
practice of physical therapy.

(b) Consult with the health care professional who issued—the
preseription—made the referral for treatment if the patient does
not show reasonable response to treatment in a time period
consistent with £he—generally accepted standards ef—for the

practice as—determinedby—theboard-of physical therapy.

(2) AIf a physical therapist whe—1is treating a patient

ptien—referral from a health care professional,
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without a preser
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therapist shall do all of the following, as applicable:

(a) Refer the patient to am—apprepriate—a health care
professional that the physical therapist considers appropriate for
treatment if the physical therapist has reasonable cause to believe
that symptoms or conditions are present that require services

beyond the scope of practice of physical therapy.
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(b) Consult with ar—appreopriate health care professionat—1 of
the following if the patient does not show reasonable response to
treatment within 60 days after initiating treatment or in a time
period consistent with £he—generally accepted standards ef—for the

practice as—determinedby—thePboard-of physical therapy, whichever

occurs first:

(i) If the patient identifies a health care professional as the
patient's primary health care professional, the patient's primary
health care professional.

(il) If the patient does not identify a health care
professional as the patient's primary health care professional, a
health care professional who the physical therapist considers
appropriate.

(c) If the patient identifies a health care professional as
the patient's primary health care professional, within 15 days
after initiating treatment inform the patient's primary health care
professional of the initial evaluation and plan of care for
physical therapy services for the patient.

(3) A physical therapist who is treating a patient shall
consult with the health care professional who referred the patient
for treatment, who the patient identifies as the patient's primary
health care professional, or, if the patient does not identify a
primary health care professional, who the physical therapist
considers appropriate, as soon as possible but not later than 5
days after identifying any of the following:

(2a) A measurable decline in the patient's condition that
requires a significant change to the patient's plan of care.

(b) An exacerbation or progression of the patient's symptoms

despite adherence to the patient's plan of care.
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(c) A significant complication that was not present when the
initial evaluation occurred and the plan of care was initially
drafted for the patient.

Sec. 17825. This part does not require new or additional +£hird
party—third-party reimbursement or mandated worker's compensation
benefits for physical therapy services and does not preclude a
third—party—third-party payer from requiring a member or enrollee
to fulfill benefit requirements for physical therapy services,
including, but not limited to, any of the following when services
are rendered by an individual licensed or otherwise authorized
under this part:

(2a) A medical differential diagnosis to demonstrate medical
necessity.

(b) A prescription. +

(c) A referral. —e*

(d) Preapproval. preapproval—when serviees—are—renderedby—an
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Sec. 17825a. A physical therapist who is treating a patient
without a referral from a health care professional shall inform the
patient of the patient's potential financial liability for
receiving physical therapy services without the referral.

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect 180 days

after the date it is enacted into law.
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