NATURAL RESOURCESAND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.72115 Pack and saddle animals; access to pack and saddle trails on public land;
restrictions.

Sec. 72115. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), pack and saddle animals shall be allowed to access pack
and saddle trails on public land managed by the department as follows:

(a) Access on land of the state forest system is allowed unless restricted by statute, deed restriction, land
use order, or other legal mechanism, in effect on April 2, 2010.

(b) Access on land of the state park system or state game area system is prohibited unless authorized by
land use order or other legal mechanism in effect on April 2, 2010.

(c) Access on other land managed by the department is allowed according to the specific authorization or
restriction applicable to the land.

(2) Access by pack and saddle animals may only be restricted on lands described in subsection (1) after
April 2, 2010 if conditions are not suitable for pack and saddle animals because of public safety concerns,
necessary maintenance, or for reasons related to the mission of the department. Restrictions related to the
mission of the department shall be supported, to the greatest extent practicable, by a written science-based
rationale that is supported with documentation that is made available to the public. Prior to determining that
access by pack and saddle animals be restricted, the department shall make every effort to resolve any public
safety or maintenance concerns. Subject to subsection (3), the department shall not restrict pack and saddle
animals from lands described in subsection (1) unless all of the following conditions are met:

(8) The department holds a public meeting on a proposal to restrict access by pack and saddle animals on
pack and saddle trails to receive testimony from the genera public. The department shall invite the advisory
council and the equine trails subcommittee created in section 72110ato attend the meeting.

(b) The department, after considering testimony at the meeting under subdivision (a), provides a specific
rationale for its determination to restrict access by pack and saddle animals.

(c) Any decision by the department to restrict access by pack and saddle animals shall not take effect for a
period of time set by the department, but not less than 60 days. However, if the director determines that a
restriction must be imposed because of user conflicts or due to an imminent threat to public health, safety,
welfare, or to natural resources or the environment, the director may issue a temporary order restricting access
by pack and saddle animals for 30 days or until the threat or user conflict is abated. A temporary order under
this subdivision may be reissued if the threat or user conflict persists.

(d) A written statement shall be posted at the trailhead in which the restriction is imposed stating the cause
and estimated duration of the closure.

(e) A list of pack and saddle trails on which the department has restricted access for pack and saddle
animals, including temporary orders, shall be posted on the department’s website and notification shall be
provided to the equine trails subcommittee created in section 72110a.

(3) Any restrictions described in subsection (1) on access by pack and saddle animals that were in effect on
April 2, 2010 shall remain in effect until those restrictions are reviewed using the process under subsection
2.

(4) An individua shall not use pack and saddle animals on state-owned land except on pack and saddle
trails that are open for access by pack and saddle animals. However, an individual may use a pack and saddle
animal in an areain which public hunting is permitted to retrieve legally harvested deer, bear, or ek using the
most direct route that does not enter a stream, river, or wetland except over a bridge, culvert, or similar
structure.

History: Add. 2010, Act 45, Imd. Eff. Apr. 2, 2010;0 Am. 2014, Act 213, Eff. Sept. 25, 2014;00 Am. 2016, Act 288, Imd. Eff. Sept.
28, 2016.
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