
PUBLIC HEALTH CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 368 of 1978

333.17959 Massage therapist; license; issuance; requirements; "classroom instruction" and
"distance education" defined.
Sec. 17959. (1) If it receives a completed application and payment of the appropriate application

processing and license fee, the department shall issue a license under this part to an individual who fulfills all
of the following requirements:

(a) Is of good moral character as defined in section 1 of 1974 PA 381, MCL 338.41.
(b) Is at least 18 years of age.
(c) Has successfully passed an examination that meets the requirements of section 17961.
(d) Has successfully completed 1 of the following, and provides an academic transcript that is satisfactory

to the board as evidence of successful completion:
(i) A massage education program that meets all of the following:
(A) Includes at least 500 hours of classroom instruction to complete the program if the applicant is or was

enrolled in the school before August 1, 2017, or at least 625 hours of classroom instruction if the applicant
enrolls in the school on or after August 1, 2017.

(B) Uses only classroom instruction described in subsection (3)(a)(i) to provide program components that
contain psychomotor domain learning, including palpation, hands-on techniques, and clinical or lab
experiences, or to provide other program components that the board determines require classroom instruction
described in subsection (3)(a)(i).

(C) All classroom instruction in the program is facilitated by a qualified instructor who is trained in the
subject matter he or she is teaching, and, if the classroom instruction is provided by distance education, is
trained in distance education teaching methods.

(ii) The following number of hours of course and clinical massage education in a substantially equivalent
program in another state, country, jurisdiction, territory, or province that, on a case-by-case review, is found
by the board to be sufficient:

(A) If the applicant is or was enrolled in the school before August 1, 2017, at least 500 hours.
(B) If the applicant enrolls in the school on or after August 1, 2017, at least 625 hours.
(2) The department shall issue a license to an applicant who meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a)

and (b) and who is currently licensed as a massage therapist in another state, country, jurisdiction, territory, or
province that requires standards for licensure that are substantially equivalent to the requirements for
licensure under this part, as determined by the board.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) "Classroom instruction" means educational instruction that meets either of the following:
(i) Is provided at a physical location where the students and an instructor are present.
(ii) Is provided by distance education.
(b) "Distance education" means instruction that meets all of the following:
(i) Is provided electronically or online.
(ii) Does not require that the students and the instructor are physically present at the same place.
(iii) Allows for regular interaction between the students and instructor through a learning management

system, online discussion board, live chat, or virtual classroom.
(iv) Provides a method for unique sign-in for student identification, provides for timely communication

between instructors and students, and allows students to monitor their grades and progress.
History: Add. 2008, Act 471, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2009;Am. 2010, Act 304, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 2010;Am. 2016, Act 371, Imd. Eff.

Dec. 22, 2016.
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