
PUBLIC HEALTH CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 368 of 1978

333.18826 Veterinarian or veterinary technician; civil liability for acts or omissions;
immunity; applicability; notice.
Sec. 18826. (1) A veterinarian or veterinary technician is not liable for civil damages as a result of the acts

or omissions described in subsection (2) if both of the following apply:
(a) The animal has been brought to the veterinarian or veterinary technician by a person other than the

owner of the animal.
(b) The veterinarian or veterinary technician does not know who owns the animal or is unable to contact

the owner of the animal before a decision must be made with respect to emergency treatment or euthanasia.
(2) The immunity granted by this section applies to both of the following:
(a) An injury to an animal or death of an animal that results from acts or omissions by the veterinarian or

veterinary technician in providing treatment to the animal.
(b) The euthanasia of a seriously injured or seriously ill animal.
(3) This section does not apply to an act or omission by a veterinarian or veterinary technician amounting

to gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct in providing treatment to an animal.
(4) A veterinarian or veterinary technician shall notify the animal control authority in the county in which

the animal is found of the disposition of the treatment rendered to the animal before the end of the first
business day following the day treatment is rendered.

History: Add. 2000, Act 23, Imd. Eff. Mar. 13, 2000.
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