
PUBLIC HEALTH CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 368 of 1978

333.20918 Local medical control authority; designation; participating hospitals and
freestanding surgical outpatient facilities; adherence to protocols; administration;
appointment and membership of advisory body; medical director; operation of medical
control authority; accountability of life support agencies and licensed individuals.
Sec. 20918. (1) Each hospital licensed under part 215 and each freestanding surgical outpatient facility

licensed under part 208 that operates a service for treating emergency patients 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
and meets standards established by medical control authority protocols shall be given the opportunity to
participate in the ongoing planning and development activities of the local medical control authority
designated by the department and shall adhere to protocols for providing services to a patient before care of
the patient is transferred to hospital personnel, to the extent that those protocols apply to a hospital or
freestanding surgical outpatient facility. The department shall designate a medical control authority for each
Michigan county or part of a county, except that the department may designate a medical control authority to
cover 2 or more counties if the department and affected medical control authorities determine that the
available resources would be better utilized with a multiple county medical control authority. In designating a
medical control authority, the department shall assure that there is a reasonable relationship between the
existing emergency medical services capacity in the geographical area to be served by the medical control
authority and the estimated demand for emergency medical services in that area.

(2) A medical control authority shall be administered by the participating hospitals. A medical control
authority shall accept participation in its administration by a freestanding surgical outpatient facility licensed
under part 208 if the freestanding surgical outpatient facility operates a service for treating emergency patients
24 hours a day, 7 days a week determined by the medical control authority to meet the applicable standards
established by medical control authority protocols. Subject to subsection (4), the participating hospitals shall
appoint an advisory body for the medical control authority that shall include, at a minimum, a representative
of each type of life support agency and each type of emergency medical services personnel functioning within
the medical control authority's boundaries.

(3) With the advice of the advisory body of the medical control authority appointed under subsection (2), a
medical control authority shall appoint a medical director of the medical control authority. The medical
director shall be a physician who is board certified in emergency medicine by a national organization
approved by the department, or who practices emergency medicine and is certified in both advanced cardiac
life support and advanced trauma life support by a national organization approved by the department, and who
meets other standards set forth in department rules. The medical director is responsible for medical control for
the emergency medical services system served by the medical control authority.

(4) No more than 10% of the membership of the advisory body of a medical control authority shall be
employees of the medical director or of an entity substantially owned or controlled by the medical director.

(5) A designated medical control authority shall operate in accordance with the terms of its designation.
(6) Each life support agency and individual licensed under this part is accountable to the medical control

authority in the provision of emergency medical services, as defined in protocols developed by the medical
control authority and approved by the department under this part.

History: Add. 1990, Act 179, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1990;Am. 2000, Act 375, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 2001.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of licensing and regulatory affairs relative to registration, licensing,
or regulation of professional occupations arising from part 209 of the public health code, including board, commission, council, or similar
entity providing regulation of health professionals under part 209 of article 17 of the public health code to department of health and
human services, see E.R.O. No. 2017-3, compiled at MCL 333.26254.
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