
BEVERAGE CONTAINERS (EXCERPT)
Initiated Law 1 of 1976

445.573 Certification of beverage containers.
Sec. 3. (1) To promote the use in this state of reusable beverage containers of uniform design, and to

facilitate the return of containers to manufacturers for reuse as a beverage container, the commission shall
certify beverage containers which satisfy the requirements of this section.

(2) A beverage container shall be certified if:
(a) It is reusable as a beverage container by more than 1 manufacturer in the ordinary course of business.
(b) More than 1 manufacturer will in the ordinary course of business accept the beverage container for

reuse as a beverage container and pay the refund value of the container.
(3) The commission shall not certify more than 1 beverage container of a particular manufacturer in each

size classification. The commission shall by rule establish appropriate size classifications in accordance with
the purposes set forth in subsection (1), each of which shall include a size range of at least 3 liquid ounces.

(4) A beverage container shall not be certified under this section:
(a) If by reason of its shape or design, or by reason of words or symbols permanently inscribed thereon,

whether by engraving, embossing, painting, or other permanent method, it is reusable as a beverage container
in the ordinary course of business only by a manufacturer of a beverage sold under a specific brand name.

(b) If the commission finds that its use by more than 1 manufacturer is not of sufficient volume to promote
the purposes set forth in subsection (1).

(5) Unless an application for certification under this section is denied by the commission within 60 days
after the application is filed, the beverage container shall be deemed certified.

(6) The commission may at any time review certification of a beverage container. If, upon the review, after
written notice and hearing afforded to the person who filed the original application for certification of the
beverage container under this section, the commission determines that the beverage container is no longer
qualified for certification, it shall withdraw certification. Withdrawal of certification shall be effective on a
date specified by the commission, but not less than 30 days after written notice to the person who filed the
original application for certification of the beverage container under this section, and to the manufacturer
referred to in subsection (2).

History: 1976, Initiated Law 1, Eff. Dec. 3, 1978.

Popular name: Bottle Bill

Administrative rules: R 445.1 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.
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