
THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

PART 11
TRANSFER OF TERRITORY

380.951 Transfer of territory between school districts; resolution or petition; final action;
territory being detached to be contiguous; approval of electors; request by board of
condominium association.
Sec. 951. (1) An intermediate school board may detach territory from 1 school district and attach the

territory to another school district if requested to do so by resolution of the board of a school district whose
boundaries would be changed by the action; subject to subsection (2), by resolution of the board of a
condominium association acting pursuant to a petition signed by not less than 2/3 of the co-owners of the
condominium association who reside on the land to be transferred; or if petitioned by not less than 2/3 of the
persons who own and reside on the land to be transferred. The intermediate school board shall take final
action within 60 days after the receipt of the resolution or petition. The territory to be detached shall be
contiguous to the school district to which it is attached. If the latest assessed valuation of the territory to be
detached is more than 10% of the latest assessed valuation of the entire school district from which the
territory is to be detached, the action of the intermediate school board shall not be effective unless approved
by an affirmative vote of a majority of the school electors of the school district from which the territory is to
be detached.

(2) The board of a condominium association may request that an intermediate school board detach territory
from 1 school district and attach the territory to another school district as described in subsection (1) only if
the board of the condominium association represents the co-owners of a condominium project that is
completed and not less than 75% of the units are sold and occupied.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1988, Act 508, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1988;Am. 1990, Act 147, Imd. Eff. June
27, 1990.

Popular name: Act 451

380.952 Notice of meeting and of proposed alterations in school district boundaries.
Sec. 952. The intermediate superintendent shall give 10 days' notice of the time and place of the meeting of

the intermediate school board and of the proposed alterations in school district boundaries to be considered by
publication once before the meeting in newspapers of general circulation in the territory of the affected school
districts.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1982, Act 370, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1982.

Popular name: Act 451

380.953 Territory extending into 2 or more school districts; joint meeting of boards; filing
resolution or petition; notice of meeting; action on resolution or petition; quorum; election
of chairperson and secretary.
Sec. 953. If the territory of school districts the boundaries of which are affected by the proposed alteration

extends into 2 or more intermediate school districts, the intermediate school board of each intermediate school
district shall meet jointly and sit as a single board to act upon the request for the transfer of territory. The
resolution or petition for the transfer of territory may be filed with the intermediate school board of 1 of the
intermediate school districts. The intermediate superintendent shall call the joint meeting of the affected
intermediate school boards and give the notice of the intermediate school districts' meeting under section 952.
Action on the resolution or petition for transfer of territory shall be taken only at a meeting attended by at
least a quorum of each of the intermediate school boards. The intermediate school boards meeting jointly shall
elect 1 of their members chairperson and another secretary of the meeting.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 451

380.953a Transfer of territory; basis for decision.
Sec. 953a. In making a decision on a proposed transfer of territory under this part, the intermediate school

board, or the intermediate school boards meeting jointly, shall consider the welfare of the affected pupil,
including, but not limited to, the length of the pupil's commute to and from school, on a school bus or
otherwise.

History: Add. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996.
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Popular name: Act 451

380.954 Map; preparation; contents; filing certified copy.
Sec. 954. If the intermediate school board or the joint intermediate school boards approve alterations in the

boundaries of school districts, the board or joint boards shall cause a map to be prepared showing in detail the
boundaries of the affected school districts before alteration and the boundaries of territory attached or
detached. A copy of the map bearing the certification of the intermediate superintendent or the chairperson of
the joint boards shall be filed with the secretary of each affected school district and with each affected
township supervisor or city assessor.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 451

380.955 Effective date of transfer; transfer of personal property; payment for loss of
property; accounting; adjournment.
Sec. 955. The intermediate school board or joint intermediate school boards shall determine the effective

date of the transfer, which shall not be less than 10 days after the date of the determination, and shall
determine whether personal property of a school district is to be transferred. If real property owned by a
school district is transferred to another school district, the intermediate school board shall determine an
equitable payment for the loss of the property. The intermediate school board or joint intermediate school
boards may require an accounting from the affected boards of education and, for the purpose of making the
determination, may adjourn subject to the call of the president of the intermediate school board or chairperson
of the joint intermediate school boards.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 451

380.961 Territory detached from school district having bonded indebtedness; taxes; bond
issue; exemptions; collections; payment of present value of pro rata bonded
indebtedness; certifications; settlement of bonded indebtedness.
Sec. 961. (1) If territory is detached from a school district which has bonded indebtedness and transferred

to another school district, the territory shall remain as part of the district from which detached for the purpose
of levying debt retirement taxes for the bonded indebtedness until the bonds are redeemed or sufficient funds
are available in the debt retirement fund for that purpose. The transferred territory shall not be part of the
school district from which detached for the purpose of a subsequent bond issue, nor shall the detached
territory be part of the school district from which detached for tax levies imposed for the purpose of bonded
indebtedness created or assumed at a time when the portion of detached territory was not a part of the district
or territory approving or assuming the bonded indebtedness. The territory shall be a part of the school district
to which transferred for all other purposes.

(2) The territory shall not be subject to debt retirement tax levies for bonded indebtedness of the school
district to which transferred existing at the time of transfer until the bonded indebtedness of the school district
from which the territory was transferred existing at the time of the transfer is retired or sufficient funds are
available and earmarked in the debt retirement fund for that purpose. The board of the school district to which
the property is attached, by resolution, may exempt the property from the debt tax levies for not more than 3
years. The school officials of the district to which the territory is attached shall certify required debt
retirement levies for the bonds of the school district from which the territory was detached, and the territory
over which the levies are to be spread, to the proper taxing officials when certifying other taxes to be levied
by the school district. The tax collecting officials shall remit the collections with other tax collections to the
school district to which the property is attached. The officials of that school district shall immediately transmit
the collections to the school district from which the territory was detached.

(3) The school district to which territory is attached may pay to the school district from which the land is
detached the present value of the pro rata bonded indebtedness of the detached territory. The intermediate
school board shall certify to the department of treasury the fact of the transfer, the description of the territory
transferred, the bonded indebtedness of the school district from which the territory is detached, the assessed
valuation of the school district from which the territory is detached, the assessed valuation of the detached
territory, and other information the department of treasury may require. The department of treasury shall
determine the pro rata share of the bonded indebtedness of the detached territory to the board of the school
district from which the territory is detached. The department of treasury shall certify the amount determined
to the intermediate school board. The intermediate school board shall certify the amounts to the boards of the
school districts affected. The school district to which the territory is transferred may pay the sum to the school
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district from which the territory has been detached. Settlement of the bonded indebtedness shall be made on
the state equalized valuation in the year of transfer. The school district receiving the money shall apply it
under the terms and tenor of the bond issue.

(4) A transfer made after September 1 in a given year shall be a part of the territory from which detached
for the purpose of the succeeding December tax levy in the year of transfer. Upon settlement of the bonded
indebtedness by the school district to which the territory has been attached, the territory is subject to the bond
debt retirement tax levy for bonded indebtedness of the school district to which attached existing at the time
of transfer. For the purpose of making the settlement, the school district to which the territory is attached may
use up to 15% of state school aid in 1 year.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1983, Act 118, Imd. Eff. July 18, 1983.

Popular name: Act 451

380.966 Levy of school operational millage; certification.
Sec. 966. If territory is attached to a school district effective before September 1 of a year, school

operational millage for that year shall be levied on property in the territory by the attaching school district. If
territory is attached to a school district effective on or after September 1 of a year, school operational millage
for that year shall be levied on property in the territory by the school district from which the territory is
detached. The school officials of the district entitled to levy school operational millage upon the transferred
territory shall certify the school operational millage, and the territory over which it is to be spread, to the
proper taxing officials when certifying the taxes to be levied by the school district.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 451

380.971 Appeal to state board of education.
Sec. 971. (1) One or more resident owners of land considered for transfer from 1 school district to another,

or the board of a school district whose territory is affected, may appeal the action of the intermediate school
board or joint intermediate school boards in transferring the land, the failure to transfer the land, or action
relative to the accounting determination to the state board within 10 days after the action or determination by
the intermediate school board or the joint intermediate school boards. If the intermediate school board or the
joint intermediate school boards fail to take action within the time limit under section 951, the appeal may be
made to the state board within 10 days following the termination of the period. The pendency of an appeal
shall suspend the action or determination of the intermediate school board or joint intermediate school boards.

(2) The state board may confirm, modify, or set aside the order of the intermediate school board or the
joint intermediate school boards. In considering an appeal, the state board shall consider the welfare of the
affected pupil, including, but not limited to, the length of the pupil's commute to and from school, on a school
bus or otherwise. The action of the state board on the appeal is final.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

380.976 Change in boundaries; continued attendance of twelfth grade pupils without
payment of tuition.
Sec. 976. If the boundaries of a school district are changed pursuant to this part, a pupil in the twelfth grade

at the time of the change or entering twelfth grade at the beginning of the school year immediately following
the change shall be allowed to continue attending school in the school district which the pupil attended before
the change without payment of tuition.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 451
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