
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

PART 619
DRILLING IN THE PIGEON RIVER STATE FOREST

324.61901 Legislative findings.
Sec. 61901. (1) The legislature finds that it is in the public interest to encourage and promote safe,

effective, efficient, and environmentally prudent extraction of hydrocarbon resources in the Pigeon river
country state forest; and that economic benefits to the state will result from the exploration for the production
of energy resources due to the taxation of production of hydrocarbon deposits and the payment of royalties to
the state from production of hydrocarbon deposits, which royalties among other things enable the state to
acquire and develop property for the enjoyment of the outdoor recreationists of the state.

(2) The legislature further finds that wise use of our natural resources essential for future energy needs
requires that energy resource development must occur in harmony with environmental standards; and that the
development of new industry and the expansion of existing industry to obtain the optimum safe production of
the state's energy resources is an important concern to the economic stability of this state.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61902 Pigeon river country state forest as valuable public resource; production of oil
and gas in public interest; amended stipulation and consent order as hydrocarbon
development plan.
Sec. 61902. The Pigeon river country state forest as dedicated by the commission on December 7, 1973, is

a valuable public resource. It is in the public interest to produce oil and gas as quickly as possible to minimize
the duration of activities associated with hydrocarbon development in the Pigeon river country state forest. To
expedite the development of oil and gas resources on certain lands presently under lease but undeveloped as
of March 31, 1981 and for which the amended stipulation and consent order has been adopted and approved
by the commission on November 24, 1980, and in consideration of the protracted nature of the controversy,
the legislature finds that this amended stipulation and consent order constitutes an appropriate hydrocarbon
development plan for the purposes and within the intent expressed in section 61901.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61903 Hydrocarbon activities not in violation of law.
Sec. 61903. The hydrocarbon activities within the Pigeon river country state forest authorized by the plan

referred to in section 61902 can be carried out without violation of law under terms of the amended
stipulation and consent order referred to in section 61902.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.61904 Implementation of hydrocarbon development plan.
Sec. 61904. In light of the legislative findings in section 61901, the declaration of public interest in section

61902, and the determination that hydrocarbons can be developed in concert with law in section 61903, the
department shall implement the approved hydrocarbon development plan for the Pigeon river country state
forest not later than January 1, 1981.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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