
CLEAN AND RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENERGY WASTE REDUCTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 295 of 2008

460.1221 Definitions.
Sec. 221. As used in this part:
(a) "Affected local unit" means a unit of local government in which all or part of a proposed energy facility

will be located.
(b) "Aircraft detection lighting system" means a sensor-based system designed to detect aircraft as they

approach a wind energy facility and that automatically activates obstruction lights until they are no longer
needed.

(c) "Applicant" means an applicant for a certificate.
(d) "Certificate" means a certificate issued for an energy facility under section 226(5).
(e) "Community-based organization" means a workforce development and training organization, labor

union, local governmental entity, Michigan federally recognized tribe, environmental advocacy organization,
or an organization that represents the interests of underserved communities.

(f) "Compatible renewable energy ordinance" means an ordinance that provides for the development of
energy facilities within the local unit of government, the requirements of which are no more restrictive than
the provisions included in section 226(8). A local unit of government is considered not to have a compatible
renewable energy ordinance if it has a moratorium on the development of energy facilities in effect within its
jurisdiction.

(g) "Construction" means any substantial action taken constituting the placement, erection, expansion, or
repowering of an energy facility.

(h) "Dark sky-friendly lighting technology" means a light fixture that is designed to minimize the amount
of light that escapes upward into the sky.

(i) "Energy facility" means an energy storage facility, solar energy facility, or wind energy facility. An
energy facility may be located on more than 1 parcel of property, including noncontiguous parcels, but shares
a single point of interconnection to the grid.

(j) "Energy storage facility" means a system that absorbs, stores, and discharges electricity. Energy storage
facility does not include either of the following:

(i) Fossil fuel storage.
(ii) Power-to-gas storage that directly uses fossil fuel inputs.
(k) "Independent power producer", or "IPP", means a person that is not an electric provider but owns or

operates facilities to generate electric power for sale to electric providers, this state, or local units of
government.

(l) "Light intensity dimming solution technology" means obstruction lighting that provides a means of
tailoring the intensity level of lights according to surrounding visibility.

(m) "Light-mitigating technology system" means an aircraft detection lighting system, a light intensity
dimming solution technology, or a comparable solution that reduces the impact of nighttime lighting while
maintaining night conspicuity sufficient to assist aircraft in identifying and avoiding collision with the wind
energy facilities.

(n) "Local unit of government" or "local unit" means a county, township, city, or village.
(o) "Maximum blade tip height" means the nominal hub height plus the nominal blade length of a wind

turbine, as listed in the wind turbine specifications provided by the wind turbine manufacturer. If not listed in
the wind turbine specifications, maximum blade tip height means the actual hub height plus the actual blade
length.

(p) "Nameplate capacity" means the designed full-load sustained generating output of an energy facility.
Nameplate capacity shall be determined by reference to the sustained output of an energy facility even if
components of the energy facility are located on different parcels, whether contiguous or noncontiguous.

(q) "Nonparticipating property" means a property that is adjacent to an energy facility and that is not a
participating property.

(r) "Occupied community building" means a school, place of worship, day-care facility, public library,
community center, or other similar building that the applicant knows or reasonably should know is used on a
regular basis as a gathering place for community members.

(s) "Participating property" means real property that either is owned by an applicant or that is the subject of
an agreement that provides for the payment by an applicant to a landowner of monetary compensation related
to an energy facility regardless of whether any part of that energy facility is constructed on the property.

(t) "Person" means an individual, governmental entity authorized by this state, political subdivision of this
state, business, proprietorship, firm, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership,
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co-partnership, joint venture, syndicate, business trust, labor organization, company, corporation, association,
subchapter S corporation, limited liability company, committee, receiver, estate, trust, or any other legal entity
or combination or group of persons acting jointly as a unit.

(u) "Project labor agreement" means a prehire collective bargaining agreement with 1 or more labor
organizations that establishes the terms and conditions of employment for a specific construction project and
does all of the following:

(i) Binds all contractors and subcontractors on the construction project through the inclusion of appropriate
specifications in all relevant solicitation provisions and contract documents.

(ii) Allows all contractors and subcontractors on the construction project to compete for contracts and
subcontracts without regard to whether they are otherwise parties to collective bargaining agreements.

(iii) Contains guarantees against strikes, lockouts, and similar job disruptions.
(iv) Sets forth the effective, prompt, and mutually binding procedures for resolving labor disputes arising

during the term of the project labor agreement.
(v) Provides other mechanisms for labor-management cooperation on matters of mutual interest and

concern, including productivity, quality of work, safety, and health.
(vi) Complies with all state and federal laws, rules, and regulations.
(v) "Repowering", with respect to an energy facility, means replacement of all or substantially all of the

energy facility for the purpose of extending its life. Repowering does not include repairs related to the
ongoing operations that do not increase the capacity or energy output of the energy facility.

(w) "Solar energy facility" means a system that captures and converts solar energy into electricity, for the
purpose of sale or for use in locations other than solely the solar energy facility property. Solar energy facility
includes, but is not limited to, the following equipment and facilities to be constructed by an electric provider
or independent power producer: photovoltaic solar panels; solar inverters; access roads; distribution,
collection, and feeder lines; wires and cables; conduit; footings; foundations; towers; poles; crossarms; guy
lines and anchors; substations; interconnection or switching facilities; circuit breakers and transformers;
energy storage facilities; overhead and underground control; communications and radio relay systems and
telecommunications equipment; utility lines and installations; generation tie lines; solar monitoring stations;
and accessory equipment and structures.

(x) "Wind energy facility" means a system that captures and converts wind into electricity, for the purpose
of sale or for use in locations other than solely the wind energy facility property. Wind energy facility
includes, but is not limited to, the following equipment and facilities to be constructed by an electric provider
or independent power producer: wind towers; wind turbines; access roads; distribution, collection, and feeder
lines; wires and cables; conduit; footings; foundations; towers; poles; crossarms; guy lines and anchors;
substations; interconnection or switching facilities; circuit breakers and transformers; energy storage facilities;
overhead and underground control; communications and radio relay systems and telecommunications
equipment; monitoring and recording equipment and facilities; erosion control facilities; utility lines and
installations; generation tie lines; ancillary buildings; wind monitoring stations; and accessory equipment and
structures.

History: Add. 2023, Act 233, Eff. Nov. 29, 2024.
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