REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.4965 Filing written acceptance or rejection of evaluation; failure to file as rejection;
disclosure of acceptance or rejection; notice; provisions applicable to mediations
involving multiple parties.

Sec. 4965. (1) Each party shall file a written acceptance or rejection of the mediation panel's evaluation
with the mediation clerk within 28 days after service of the panel's evaluation. The failure to file a written
acceptance or rejection within the 28 days constitutes acceptance.

(2) A party's acceptance or rejection of the panel's evaluation shall not be disclosed until the expiration of
the 28-day period, at which time the mediation clerk shall send a notice indicating each party's acceptance or
rejection of the panel's evaluation.

(3) In mediations involving multiple parties, the following shall apply:

(a) Each party has the option of accepting all of the awards covering the claims by or against that party or
of accepting some and rejecting others. However, as to any particular opposing party, the party shall either
accept or reject the evaluation in its entirety.

(b) A party who accepts all of the awards may specifically indicate that he or she intends the acceptance to
be effective only if all opposing parties accept. If this limitation is not included in the acceptance, an
accepting party is considered to have agreed to entry of judgment as to that party and those of the opposing
parties who accept, with the action to continue between the accepting party and those opposing parties who
reject.

(c) If aparty makes alimited acceptance under subdivision (b) and some of the opposing parties accept and
others reject, for the purposes of the cost provisions of section 4910, the party who made the limited
acceptance is considered to have rejected as to those opposing parties who accept.

History: Add. 1986, Act 178, Eff. Oct. 1, 1986.

Compiler'snote: Section 3 of Act 178 of 1986 provides:

“(2) Sections 2925h, 5805, 5838, and 5851 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not
apply to causes of action arising before October 1, 1986.

“(2) Sections 1483, 5838a, and 6304 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to causes
of action arising on or after October 1, 1986.

“(8) Sections 1629, 1653, 2169, 2591, 2912c, 2912d, 2912, 6098, 6301, 6303, 6305, 6306, 6307, 6309, and 6311 of Act No. 236 of
the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed on or after October 1, 1986.

“(4) Sections 1651 and 6013 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not apply to cases
filed before October 1, 1986.

“(5) Chapter 49 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed on or after
January 1, 1987.

“(6) Chapter 49a of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed in judicial
circuits which are comprised of more than 1 county on or after July 1, 1990 and shall apply to cases filed in judicial circuits which are
comprised of 1 county on or after October 1, 1988.”

In subsection (3)(c), the reference to “ section 4910” evidently should be to “section 4969.”
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