REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.6410 Court of appeals clerk as clerk of court of claims; filing cause of action;
assignment of judge by blind draw; copies of records, proceedings, and testimony; fees of
clerk, reporter, or recorder; no charge to state; service of process.

Sec. 6410. (1) The clerk of the court of appeals shall serve asthe clerk of the court of claims.

(2) A plaintiff may file a cause of action in the court of claimsin any court of appeals district.

(3) The clerk of the court of claims shall, by blind draw, assign a cause of action filed in the court of claims
to a court of appeals judge sitting as a court of claims judge.

(4) For making copies of records, proceedings, and testimony and furnishing the same at the request of the
claimant, or any other person, the clerk of the court of claims or any reporter or recorder serving in the court
of claims shall be entitled, in addition to salary, to the same fees as are by law provided for court reporters or
recorders in the circuit court. No charge shall be made against the state for services rendered for furnishing
copies of records, proceedings, or testimony or other papers to the attorney general.

(5) Process issued by the court may be served by any member of the Michigan state police as well as any
other officer or person authorized to serve process issued out of the circuit court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963;0 Am. 1978, Act 164, Eff. Jan. 1, 1979;00 Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987;0 Am.
2013, Act 164, Imd. Eff. Nov. 12, 2013.

Compiler'snote: Sections2to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:

“ Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979; effective date of changes in composition of judicial
circuitsor district court districts.

“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being
sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as
otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being
sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes in the composition of judicial circuits or district court
districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicia purposes on January 1, 1979.

“Election tofill new circuit and district judgeships; term.

“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and 7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory
act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, for aterm of 6 years commencing January 1, 1979.

“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.

“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial
offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district court districts. If another judicia office of the
same court isto be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by
this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of
the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act
shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the
number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate in the primary election for that office for any
term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing an affidavit of candidacy with the
secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.

“Termsof judges.

“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votesin
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be
elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third
highest number of votes shall be elected for aterm of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the
candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate
receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additiona circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit
judge authorized by this amendatory act in the eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for aterm
of 10 years. The additional district judges authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth
district shall be elected for aterm of 4 years.

“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.

“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of
the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for aterm of 4 years.

“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for aterm of 8 years.

“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.

“Section 7. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicia circuit in 1978 is aresident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6,
1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as ajudge of the thirty-third judicial circuit
and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for aterm of 8
years. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is aresident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or
Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the
twenty-sixth judicia circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicia circuit shall be filled by
election in 1980 for aterm of 6 years.”

Section 1 of Act 128 of 1980 provides:

Rendered Monday, July 7, 2025 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 5 of 2025
O Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



“ Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.

“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:

“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.

“Section 6. (1) The additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be
elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for aterm of 8 years.

“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for aterm of 8 years.

“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit; vacancy; residence of candidates; digibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to
approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and circuit judgeship.

“Section 7. (1) If avacancy occursin the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended, and June
3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.

“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for
it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the
thirty-third judicial circuit shall befilled by electionin 1980 for aterm of 6 years.”
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