
GRANGES
Act 68 of 1875

AN ACT to incorporate state and subordinate granges; and to impose certain duties on the department of
commerce.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;Am. 1982, Act 471, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

453.1 Granges; incorporation.
Sec. 1. That state, county, or district and subordinate granges of the order of the patrons of husbandry in

the state of Michigan may be incorporated under the provisions of this act.
History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2332;CL 1897, 6001;CL 1915, 7909;CL 1929, 10193;CL 1948,

453.1.

453.2 State granges; incorporators; articles of association, contents.
Sec. 2. Any 13 or more persons, residents of this state, and of lawful age, and members of a state grange of

the patrons of husbandry of the state of Michigan, and appointed for that purpose by the executive committee
of said state grange, may, under the direction of said executive committee, for the purpose of incorporating a
state grange of the order of the patrons of husbandry, make and execute articles of association under their
hands and seals, which articles shall be acknowledged before some officer having authority to take the
acknowledgment of deeds, and shall set forth:

First, The names of the persons so associating in the first instance, and their places of residence;
Second, The corporate name by which such association shall be known in the law, and the place or places

which shall be deemed to be the place of its business office;
Third, The object and purpose of such corporation, which shall be to advance the social, moral,

intellectual, and material interests of the members of the corporation;
Fourth, The period of the existence of the corporation, which shall not exceed 30 years.
History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2333;CL 1897, 6002;CL 1915, 7910;CL 1929, 10194;CL 1948,

453.2.

453.3 State granges; articles, proof of execution.
Sec. 3. Such articles of association shall have indorsed thereon, or annexed thereto, an affidavit made by

not less than 3 of the signers thereof, sworn to before some officer in this state authorized to administer oaths,
showing that the persons whose names are signed to said articles of association are members of the state
grange of the patrons of husbandry, and that they have been appointed by the executive committee of said
state grange to make and execute said articles for the purpose of incorporating a state grange, as aforesaid,
and that such articles of association are made and executed in accordance with the direction of said executive
committee.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2334;CL 1897, 6003;CL 1915, 7911;CL 1929, 10195;CL 1948,
453.3.

453.4 State grange; filing articles, certificate, and affidavit; body politic and corporate;
powers; limitation on property.
Sec. 4. A copy of said articles of association, and of the certificate of acknowledgment thereof, and of said

affidavit, with an affidavit thereto attached, showing the same to be true copies of said original articles,
certificate, and affidavit, which affidavit so attached shall be made by 1 or more of the signers of said articles,
shall be filed with the corporation and securities bureau of the department of commerce, and thereupon the
persons who shall have signed said articles of association, their associates and successors being masters of the
subordinate granges of the order of the patrons of husbandry in this state, together with such other persons, if
any, as shall be designated for that purpose in the articles of association aforesaid, shall be a body politic and
corporate, under and by the name expressed in such articles of association; it being hereby intended and
provided that the persons who shall be the members and compose the corporation created as aforesaid, shall
be composed of the persons signing such articles of association as aforesaid, and all the other masters of the
subordinate granges of the patrons of husbandry in this state, during their continuance in office as such
masters, and until their successors in office shall be chosen and enter upon the duties of their offices, together
with such other persons as may be designated for that purpose in such articles of association as aforesaid; and
the corporation formed under such articles of association as aforesaid, shall by the name designated in such
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articles, have succession, and be capable of suing and being sued, of contracting and being contracted with,
and of purchasing, receiving, and holding real and personal estate by deed, gift, grant, or devise, and may
have a common seal and may alter the same at pleasure, and shall have full power to give, grant, convey,
lease, mortgage, sell, and dispose of any and all of such real and personal estate; but the rents, income and
proceeds of all such property and estate shall be devoted exclusively to the objects for which the corporation
is formed; and the amount of the real and personal estate owned by such corporation at any 1 time, shall not
exceed the sum of $100,000.00 in value.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2335;CL 1897, 6004;CL 1915, 7912;CL 1929, 10196;CL 1948,
453.4;Am. 1982, Act 471, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

453.5 State grange; officers, agents; rules, by-laws; business office.
Sec. 5. Such corporation shall have power and authority to designate, elect, and appoint from its members

such officers and agents, under such name and style, as shall be in accordance with the constitution of the
national grange of the order of the patrons of husbandry, and as shall be provided for by the articles of
association or by-laws (or both) of the corporation, and such corporation shall have authority to make all such
rules, regulations, and by-laws, not repugnant to law, or to the constitution and regulations of the national
grange of the order of the patrons of husbandry, as may be necessary and convenient for the regulation,
management, and government of the affairs, business, property, and interests of the corporation; and such
corporation may change the location of its business office whenever desirable.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2336;CL 1897, 6005;CL 1915, 7913;CL 1929, 10197;CL 1948,
453.5.

453.6 State grange; articles, certified copy as evidence.
Sec. 6. A copy of the record of the articles of association of every such corporation formed as aforesaid,

filed in the office of the secretary of state, and certified by him under the seal of state, shall be received in all
courts and places as prima facie evidence of the existence and due incorporation of such corporation.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2337;CL 1897, 6006;CL 1915, 7914;CL 1929, 10198;CL 1948,
453.6.

453.7 Subordinate granges; execution and acknowledgment of articles; filing articles and
charter; body politic and corporate; powers; limitation on property; certified copy of
articles and charter as evidence.
Sec. 7. Any 13 or more persons, of lawful age, residents of this state, and being members of any county,

district, or subordinate grange of the patrons of husbandry, duly chartered by the national or state grange, by
charter approved by the state grange, desirous to become incorporated, may make and execute articles of
association, specifying therein, as provided in section 2 of this act, and acknowledge the same as specified in
said section 2, and file a copy of such articles, together with a copy of the charter granted as aforesaid by said
national or state grange, with the corporation and securities bureau of the department of commerce, and
thereupon, the persons who shall have signed such articles of association together with their associates and
successors who shall sign such articles, shall be a body politic and corporate, by the name expressed in such
articles of association, and by that name they and their successors shall have succession, and by that name
may sue and be sued, contract and be contracted with, and may have a common seal which they may alter at
pleasure, and may purchase, take, receive, own, and hold, real and personal estate, and the same or any part
thereof grant, sell, mortgage, lease, and convey, at pleasure. But every such corporation shall be limited as to
the amount of estate which it may hold, and the disposition to be made thereof, and of the income and
proceeds therefrom, by the provisions of section 4 of this act, and a copy of the record of the articles of
association, and of the charter thereto attached, certified by the corporation and securities bureau of the
department of commerce, shall be received in all courts and places in this state as prima facie evidence of the
existence and due incorporation of every grange incorporated under this section.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;Am. 1877, Act 98, Eff. Aug. 21, 1877;How. 2338;CL 1897, 6007;CL 1915,
7915;CL 1929, 10199;CL 1948, 453.7;Am. 1982, Act 471, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

453.8 Subordinate granges; by-laws, rules; business office, location; capital stock.
Sec. 8. Every county, district, and subordinate grange incorporated under this act, shall have power and

authority to designate, elect, and appoint from its members such officers, under such name and style as shall
be in accordance with the constitution of the national grange, and the regulations of the state grange, and as
may be provided for in the articles of association or by-laws of the corporation; and shall also have authority
to make all such by-laws, rules, and regulations, not repugnant to the laws of the United States or of this state,
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nor repugnant to the constitution and regulations of the national grange or state grange, as may be necessary
and convenient for the regulation, management, and government of the affairs, business, property, and
interests of the corporation; and may change the location of its business office whenever expedient, but notice
of such change shall be filed and recorded in the office of the county clerk, where the record of its articles of
association are kept. And every corporation organized under this act may, for the purpose of effecting the
objects and purposes of the corporation, create a capital stock, and divide the same into convenient shares,
and make all such rules and regulations in respect to the same, and the management thereof, and for the
collection of assessments and calls upon such shares, as may be expedient.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2339;CL 1897, 6008;CL 1915, 7916;CL 1929, 10200;CL 1948,
453.8.

453.9 Governing law.
Sec. 9. All corporations formed under this act, shall, in all things not herein otherwise provided, be subject

to the provisions of chapter 130 of the Compiled Laws of 1871, so far as the same may be applicable to
corporations formed under this act, and the legislature may alter or amend this act at any time.

History: 1875, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1875;How. 2340;CL 1897, 6009;CL 1915, 7917;CL 1929, 10201;CL 1948,
453.9.

Compiler's note: For provisions of chapter 130 of the Compiled Laws of 1871, referred to in this section, see MCL 450.504 et seq.
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