
STATE CONSTITUTION (EXCERPT)
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963

§ 2 Free public elementary and secondary schools; discrimination.
Sec. 2. The legislature shall maintain and support a system of free public elementary and secondary

schools as defined by law. Every school district shall provide for the education of its pupils without
discrimination as to religion, creed, race, color or national origin.

Nonpublic schools, prohibited aid.
No public monies or property shall be appropriated or paid or any public credit utilized, by the legislature

or any other political subdivision or agency of the state directly or indirectly to aid or maintain any private,
denominational or other nonpublic, pre-elementary, elementary, or secondary school. No payment, credit, tax
benefit, exemption or deductions, tuition voucher, subsidy, grant or loan of public monies or property shall be
provided, directly or indirectly, to support the attendance of any student or the employment of any person at
any such nonpublic school or at any location or institution where instruction is offered in whole or in part to
such nonpublic school students. The legislature may provide for the transportation of students to and from any
school.

History: Const. 1963, Art. VIII, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;Am. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 3, 1970, Eff. Dec. 19, 1970.

Constitutionality: That portion of second sentence of second paragraph of this section, prohibiting use of public money to support
attendance of any student or employment of any person at any location or institution where instruction is offered in whole or in part to
nonpublic students, was held unconstitutional, void, and unenforceable because it contravened free exercise of religion guaranteed by the
United States Constitution and was violative of equal protection of laws provisions of United States Constitution. Traverse City School
District v Attorney General, 384 Mich 390; 185 NW2d 9 (1971).

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. XI, § 9.
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