
THE STATE SCHOOL AID ACT OF 1979 (EXCERPT)
Act 94 of 1979

***** 388.1621f.added  THIS ADDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2013 ***** 

388.1621f.added Online courses; definitions.
Sec. 21f. (1) A pupil enrolled in a district in any of grades 5 to 12 is eligible to enroll in an online course as

provided for in this section. However, this section does not apply to a pupil enrolled in a school of excellence
that is a cyber school, as defined in section 551 of the revised school code, MCL 380.551.

(2) With the consent of the pupil's parent or legal guardian, a district shall enroll an eligible pupil in up to 2
online courses as requested by the pupil during an academic term, semester, or trimester. It is the intent of the
legislature to consider increasing the limit on the number of online courses that a pupil may enroll in
beginning in 2014-2015 for pupils who have demonstrated previous success with online courses. Consent of
the pupil's parent or legal guardian is not required if the pupil is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor.

(3) An eligible pupil may enroll in an online course published in the pupil's educating district's catalog of
online courses described in subsection (7)(a) or the statewide catalog of online courses maintained by the
Michigan virtual university pursuant to section 98.

(4) A district shall determine whether or not it has capacity to accept applications for enrollment from
nonresident applicants in online courses and may use that limit as the reason for refusal to enroll an applicant.
If the number of nonresident applicants eligible for acceptance in an online course does not exceed the
capacity of the district to provide the online course, the district shall accept for enrollment all of the
nonresident applicants eligible for acceptance. If the number of nonresident applicants exceeds the district's
capacity to provide the online course, the district shall use a random draw system, subject to the need to abide
by state and federal antidiscrimination laws and court orders.

(5) A district may deny a pupil enrollment in an online course if any of the following apply, as determined
by the district:

(a) The pupil has previously gained the credits provided from the completion of the online course.
(b) The online course is not capable of generating academic credit.
(c) The online course is inconsistent with the remaining graduation requirements or career interests of the

pupil.
(d) The pupil does not possess the prerequisite knowledge and skills to be successful in the online course

or has demonstrated failure in previous online coursework in the same subject.
(e) The online course is of insufficient quality or rigor. A district that denies a pupil enrollment for this

reason shall make a reasonable effort to assist the pupil to find an alternative course in the same or a similar
subject that is of acceptable rigor and quality.

(6) If a pupil is denied enrollment in an online course by a district, the pupil may appeal the denial by
submitting a letter to the superintendent of the intermediate district in which the pupil's educating district is
located. The letter of appeal shall include the reason provided by the district for not enrolling the pupil and the
reason why the pupil is claiming that the enrollment should be approved. The intermediate district
superintendent or designee shall respond to the appeal within 5 days after it is received. If the intermediate
district superintendent or designee determines that the denial of enrollment does not meet 1 or more of the
reasons specified in subsection (5), the district shall allow the pupil to enroll in the online course.

(7) To offer or provide an online course, a district shall do all of the following:
(a) Provide the Michigan virtual university with the course syllabus in a form and method prescribed by

the department for inclusion in a statewide online course catalog. The district shall also provide on its publicly
accessible website a link to the course syllabi for all of the online courses offered by the district and a link to
the statewide catalog of online courses maintained by the Michigan virtual university.

(b) Offer the online course on an open entry and exit method, or aligned to a semester, trimester, or
accelerated academic term format.

(8) For a pupil enrolled in 1 or more online courses published in the pupil's educating district's catalog of
online courses under subsection (7) or in the statewide catalog of online courses maintained by the Michigan
virtual university, the district shall use foundation allowance or per pupil funds calculated under section 20 to
pay for the expenses associated with the online course or courses. The district shall pay 80% of the cost of the
online course upon enrollment and 20% upon completion as determined by the district. A district is not
required to pay toward the cost of an online course an amount that exceeds 1/12 of the district's foundation
allowance or per pupil payment as calculated under section 20 per semester or an amount that exceeds 1/18 of
the district's foundation allowance or per pupil payment as calculated under section 20 per trimester.

(9) An online learning pupil shall have the same rights and access to technology in his or her educating
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district's school facilities as all other pupils enrolled in the educating district.
(10) If a pupil successfully completes an online course, as determined by the district, the pupil's district

shall grant appropriate academic credit for completion of the course and shall count that credit toward
completion of graduation and subject area requirements. A pupil's school record and transcript shall identify
the online course title as it appears in the online course syllabus.

(11) The enrollment of a pupil in 1 or more online courses shall not result in a pupil being counted as more
than 1.0 full-time equivalent pupils under this act.

(12) As used in this section:
(a) "Online course" means a course of study that is capable of generating a credit or a grade, that is

provided in an interactive internet-connected learning environment, in which pupils are separated from their
teachers by time or location, or both, and in which a teacher who holds a valid Michigan teaching certificate is
responsible for determining appropriate instructional methods for each pupil, diagnosing learning needs,
assessing pupil learning, prescribing intervention strategies, reporting outcomes, and evaluating the effects of
instruction and support strategies.

(b) "Online course syllabus" means a document that includes all of the following:
(i) The state academic standards addressed in an online course.
(ii) The online course content outline.
(iii) The online course required assessments.
(iv) The online course prerequisites.
(v) Expectations for actual instructor contact time with the online learning pupil and other

pupil-to-instructor communications.
(vi) Academic support available to the online learning pupil.
(vii) The online course learning outcomes and objectives.
(viii) The name of the institution or organization providing the online content.
(ix) The name of the institution or organization providing the online instructor.
(x) The course titles assigned by the district and the course titles and course codes from the national center

for education statistics (NCES) school codes for the exchange of data (SCED).
(xi) The number of eligible nonresident pupils that will be accepted by the district in the online course.
(xii) The results of the online course quality review using the guidelines and model review process

published by the Michigan virtual university.
(c) "Online learning pupil" means a pupil enrolled in 1 or more online courses.
History: Add. 2013, Act 60, Eff. Oct. 1, 2013.
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