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MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ACT OF 1963 (EXCERPT)
Act 181 of 1963

480.12t Truck tractor and semitrailer combination; underride guard requirements;
exemption; “asphalt hauling vehicle” defined; other construction deemed in compliance
with section.

Sec. 2t. (1) In addition to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. 393.86, atruck tractor and semitrailer combination
with a semitrailer length longer than 50 feet whose frame or body extends more than 36 inches beyond the
rear of its rear axle and is more than 30 inches above the roadway shall not be operated on the highways of
this state unless equipped with an underride guard on the extreme rear of the frame or body. The underride
guard shall meet the following requirements:

(a) Provide a continuous horizontal beam having a maximum ground clearance of 22 inches, as measured
with the vehicle empty and on level ground.

(b) Extend to within 4 inches of the lateral extremities of the trailer on both left and right sides.

(c) Be substantially constructed and firmly attached.

(2) An asphalt hauling vehicle that is required to be equipped with an underride guard under this section
shall be exempt from that requirement of this section if the underride guard prevents the vehicle from being
attached to an asphalt paving machine. As used in this section, “asphalt hauling vehicle” means a motor
vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer specificaly designed for attachment to asphalt paving machines and which is
used for hauling asphalt paving materials.

(3) A commercial motor vehicle constructed and maintained so that the body chassis or other parts of the
vehicle afford the rear end protection contemplated by this section isin compliance with this section.

History: Add. 1990, Act 339, Eff. Apr. 2, 1991;00 Am. 1992, Act 126, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1992;00 Am. 1995, Act 265, Imd. Eff. Jan.

8, 1996.
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